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carried by 777 to 386. The second, by a more
evenly balanced division, 569 to 511. When the
Vice-Chancellor put the third, the Proctors rose, and
the senior Proctor, Mr. Guillemard of Trinity, stopped
it in the words, Nobis procuratoribus non placet.
Such a step, of course, only suspended the vote, and
the year of office of these Proctors was nearly run.
But they had expressed the feeling of those whom
they represented. It was shown not only in a largely-
signed address of thanks. All attempts to revive the
decree at the expiration of their year of office failed.
The wiser heads in the Hebdomadal Board recognised
at last that they had better hold their hand. Mis-
takes men may commit, and defeats they may undergo,
and yet lose nothing that concerns their character for
acting as men of a high standard ought to act. But
in this case, mistakes and defeat were the least of
what the Board brought on themselves. This was
the last act of a long and deliberately pursued course
of conduct; and if it was the last, it was because it
was the upshot and climax, and neither the University
nor any one else would endure that it should go on
any longer. The proposed attack on Mr. Newman
betrayed how helpless they were, and to what paltry
acts of worrying it was, in their judgment, right and
judicious to condescend. It gave a measure of their
statesmanship, wisdom, and good feeling in defending
the interests of the Church; and it made a very* deep
and lasting impression on all who were interested in
the honour and welfare of Oxford. Men must have